
History

“As a scholar focusing on the history of spa culture and medicinal springs in Bohemia and Moravia,  
I welcome Krondorf as a new product on the market. I see it as a step towards restoring the historical spring and its traditional name.   

By the establishment of a manually bottled mineral water forwarding business, Krondorf positions itself as an exclusive brand.“ 

PhDr. Stanislav Burachovič



THE PLACE DETERMINES THE STORY
HOW IT ALL BEGANHISTORY OF KRONDORF MINERAL WATER

“Great are the springs of Krondorf, its water  
crystal clear! Let’s drink this well of inspiration 

o’er the entire year.”

In a romantic corner at the right bank of the Eger river, beneath 
the small village of Warta (now Stráž nad Ohří), a spring of excellent 
quality was rising from the ground from time immemorial, being  
used by the inhabitants of the nearby settlements. At first, all  
whouse-holders in Krondorf had a key to the spring, which was 
available to their households for free.

The famous Austrian seafarer, frigate captain, 
traveller, cartographer, author and poet,  
Heinrich von Littrow (1820–1895), came  
to like Krondorf mineral water so much that  
he celebrated it with a poem published  
in the Erzgebirgs-Zeitung in 1893.

An engraving from 1893, 
showing the picturesque 
landscape near  
the Krondorf spring.



In 1863, three entrepreneurs from Saxony (Scharr, Haustein and 
Meixner) purchased an extensive part of the forests situated 
between the Stoličná peak and the Tocov municipality from count 
Windischgrätz for logging for 40,000 guilder. In the upper part of the 
Korunní brook valley, the Saxons built a steam lumber mill where they 
processed the logs into planks. To manage the mill, they called in an 
experienced lumber industry specialist, Carl Gölsdorf, who came from 
Plavno, where he was born in 1844. With his arrival begins the story  
of Krondorf mineral water.

Leopold Roscher worked at the mill as a night watchman and butler. 
Near the lumber-mill, at the site of the old mill, he found a natural 
mineral spring producing water of very pleasant taste. He showed  
it to Carl Gölsdorf who recognised that this was a mineral spring 
of extraordinary quality. He had it tapped in 1876 and sent samples 
of the water to pre-eminent scientific figures for analysis. A chemical 
analysis of the mineral water was carried out by professors Josef 
Lerch (1879), Wilhelm Gintl (1881), Heinrich Kisch (1880) in Prague and 
Josef Knett (1902), hydrogeologist based in Carlsbad.

All of the chemical and physical analyses demonstrated that  
the newly discovered mineral water spring had healing properties. 
This was the impetus for establishing a trading company which began 
bottling and selling Krondorf mineral water in 1878.

CARL GÖLSDORF
AND HIS LIFE’S WORK,  

OR PER ASPERA AD ASTRA

Carl Gölsdorf was a smart entrepreneur. He left his previous job as 
lumber mill manager and became a full-time exporter of mineral 
water. An important step for his future plans was the purchase  
of all the lands belonging to the spring area from the previous owner, 
Wenzel Glaser. In order to meet all public-health, medical and chemical 
composition requirements, Gölsdorf had drained the swampy terrain 
and relocated the millpond. On 30 October 1876, the spring was 
personally inspected by the District Imperial and Royal Commission, 
which approved its further commercial exploitation.

Gölsdorf named two largest mineral springs Catherine 
and Stephanie. Catherine was Gölsdorf’s wife, while 
Stephanie was the name of the Crown Princess of Austria. 
Thorough balneological development of the Stephanie spring took place 
in 1880 to honour the betrothal of Crown Prince Rudolf of Hapsburg 
with Princess Stephanie of Belgium. With approval of the noble 
newly-weds, the spring was named after Her Imperial Majesty following 
their wedding in 1881. It is worth mentioning that Princess Stephanie 
personally visited Krondorf on 5 August 1909. With her numerous 
entourage, she visited Krondorf Sauerbrunn and tasted the water 
from the spring that carried her name. On 26 June 1877, the Imperial 
and Royal Vicegerency in Prague granted to Carl Gölsdorf the licence 
for public consumption and distribution of Krondorf mineral water 
from the Catherine and Stephanie springs. This approval was granted 
based on the recommendation of the health director, dr. Heinrich 
Kisch, associate university professor in Prague and spa physician  
in Marienbad (Mariánské lázně in Czech).

Carl Gölsdorf – the lumber 
industry specialist from Plavno 
who first recognised the qualities 
of Krondorf mineral water. It was 
thanks to him that Krondorf 
mineral water began being 
distributed on a large scale,  
even outside Austria-Hungary.

Austrian Crown Princess Stephanie of Belgium, after 
whom one of the Krondorf mineral water springs was 
named.



HOW KRONDORF MINERAL WATER CONQUERED THE EUROPEAN MARKET

Carl Gölsdorf was a skilled businessman and exporting mineral water made him wealthy. He built branches in Berlin, Vienna and Budapest.  
Gradually and carefully, he invested a lot of money into further technical development of the bottling plant, while looking to build a small climatic spa.  
Gölsdorf’s attempts to build a prosperous spa in Krondorf modelled after the nearby Mattoni establishment ultimately proved unsuccessful; 
nevertheless, Gölsdorf succeeded in making Krondorf a popular holiday location and helped popularise its mineral water. By the end of the  
19th century, Krondorf became an attractive destination for trips and it was advertised in all tourist guides and magazines.

Commercial poster from 1900.

His successes in exporting mineral water eventually earned him 
prestigious titles such as Imperial and Royal Court Supplier (1899), 
Imperial Advisor (1903) and Supplier of the Spanish king (1905). In 1905, 
he was elected Mayor of the independent municipality of Krondorf.Newspaper ad from 1910.

Postcard from the Krondorf Spa.



From 1921 to the 1930s, the general practitioner in Krondorf was Dr. 
August Stocklöw (*1871). During World War I (1914–1918), he served as 
the staff and chief medical officer at the 42nd Infantry Regiment and 
proved his bravery on numerous occasions while serving on the front. 
After the war, he started working in Vienna at the Social Welfare Office 
as a medical specialist treating people who suffered injuries in the war. 
People from Krondorf and the surrounding area liked him and to this 
day, they commemorate his kind approach to his patients. He served 
there as a family doctor for 200 employees of the Krondorf mineral 
water plant as well for inhabitants of the nearby villages. Besides the 
usual medical practice, Dr. Stocklöw also carried out detailed studies

RESTORING TRADITIONS

Krondorf mineral water seemingly disappeared between the wars. However, 
in 2010, a routine hydrogeological survey in the Doupov Mountains 
discovered a new source with identical mineral content as the original, 
now extinct Stephanie spring.  

of the effects of the local mineral springs. His research confirmed 
the healing properties of Krondorf mineral water and recommended 
it to his patients as a dietary supplement to improve their digestion 
and, mixed with milk, as a cure for neck problems and a supporting 
treatment for a number of other illnesses. Dr. Stocklöw highlighted 
the extraordinarily balanced composition of the mineral water, 
especially its magnesium and calcium content and the presence of 
other salts.
Unlike other mineral waters, Krondorf also had a unique and pleasant 
taste, to which drinkers quickly become accustomed. Krondorf 
drinking cures helped treat chronic inflammation of air ways, digestive 
tract and gall-bladder problems as well as illnesses of the urinary 
bladder and metabolic diseases, and it also aided convalescence.

Postcard showing the colonnade near the Stephanie spring.

Carl Gölsdorf, successful entrepreneur and the architect of Krondorf’s 
success, died suddenly on 20 October 1907. His body was temporarily 
laid to rest in the crypt situated in the Warta cemetery. After the 
completion of the mausoleum erected on the wooded hillside overlooking 
his mansion in Krondorf, Carl Gölsdorf was finally laid to rest in its crypt, 
which carries the Latin inscription of PER ASPERA AD ASTRA, or “through 
hardships to the stars”, which was Gölsdorf’s life’s creed.
Gölsdorf’s death marked the end of an era for Krondorf mineral water, 
but its history was far from over.

DR. AUGUST STOCKLÖW 
KRONDORF PHILANTHROPIST

Karlovy Vary, 10 February 2016

 

PhDr. Stanislav Burachovič 
historian and publicist



PhDr. Stanislav Burachovič 

Historian and publicist, born 13 October 1958 in Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad). After 
graduating from high school, he studied Library and Information Sciences at  

the Faculty of Arts of Charles University in Prague (1971–1976). After completing 
his studies, he started working as a specialist at the Karlovy Vary museum, where 

he works to this day as a historian. He specialises in cultural studies and  
the history of Karlovy Vary and the Karlovy Vary Region. The focus of his studies 
lies in cultural monuments and arts in the West Bohemian spa region, ore mining 

in Krušné hory and Slavkovský les, regional literature of Karlovy Vary, ethnography 
of the former Loket region, the history of spas in Bohemia and Moravia, and 

relations between the Czechs and Sudeten Germans. He authored or co-authored 
over 50 books and more than 1.500 articles and studies in the field  

of the Karlovy Vary regional historiography.
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